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Sammy in A&P displays a life which had developed him into a sarcastic individual. He was still a teenager at the age of 19 years with a vast interest in the opposite sex and an observational sense. In the story, he notices almost everything around him. The story depicts him as an individual always in search of superiority. After realizing that in the presence of the girls, he was just like his workmate Stokesie, the desire to look different from him makes him quit his job. His poor history also makes him imagine a different world where the rich enjoy freedom, including vacations and disregarding social norms.
Through the story, we can see that he takes his past life and puts it in his story. In the story, the narrator is disaffected, sarcastic and an opinionated teenager with a healthy interest in girls and is keen on making his selection. Looking closely, we can see that the A & P story revolves around his personal life. He gives the story under the way he used to view things. Despite being threatened by his boss that he will ruin his reputation, he goes ahead and quits his job. In the end, Sammy becomes the hero because he pulls together and sees the reason as to why is fighting the filthiness and he ends up winning against his former boss. The personal history of the narrator affects the plot of the story because he points out how a person from a poor background has to struggle to attain their goals. 
In "Sonny's Blues" by James Baldwin, Sammy grew up in a world of poverty, struggles, and a community affected by drug abuse. His background in Harlem has minimal opportunities in the stricken poverty community. The struggles evoke the desire to become successful. Sammy, compared to other men, is considered auspicious for managing to get a job as a teacher, a wife, and two children. This places him in a better position than most men in his society.
In Sonny’s blue story, the protagonist is the narrator, who is not named in the story and is the main character and the older brother of Sonny. In the story, Sonny is a jazz artist who is enduring incarceration. He stands against his brother when he sees him struggling with heroin. Everything in the story revolves around the life of Sonny. The background of the author, James Baldwin, affects the story because he sees that there are very little opportunities for the poor in terms of fame, thus the reason as to why he keeps on telling his brother to stop being obsessed with fame and focus with his life and family. The other characters in the story are also affected by the narrator’s personal life because all the characters that conform to his wishes are good while those who go against his wishes are bad characters. A good example is his brother, Sonny, who gets into alcohol and makes his wife and children insecure in their family. 
In Araby and Reunion stories, the time frame between childhood and the time when they were adult affected the action of the story. In Araby story, the young narrator was blindly in love with Mangan’s sister as well as the relationship between the religion and the secular. The narrator sees himself as a religious hero, Mangan’s sister as Virgin Mary and their love as holy. When he turns to be an adult, he realizes that reality will not always serve us according to our wishes. In the reunion story, the narrator points out the disappointment and regret he went through as a young boy. In the story, the boy wrote a letter to his father asking if they could have lunch together. After meeting with his father, he realizes that his father is not a person that he thought he should meet and this made him, Charlie, very disillusioned. The story explains the disappointment that Charlie went through after realizing that his idol doesn’t meet his expectations. The two authors are reliable narrators because they were able to vividly shown the characters, settings and plot thus making the memories event as understandable as possible. 
 
